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I. Format for Brief and Hearing 

hƴ WǳƴŜ н ŀƴŘ оΣ нлмпΣ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀ LƴƴƻŎŜƴŎŜ LƴǉǳƛǊȅ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ όά/ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴέύ ǿƛƭƭ 

conduct a hearing in this case.  By statute, hearings are presumed closed, but may be opened by the 

Commission Chairperson.1  A court reporter will be present at the hearing and if the Commission decides 

to refer the case to a three-judge panel, all documents considered by the Commission and the transcript 

of the proceedings shall become public record.2   

This brief is submitted to the Commissioners prior to the hearing with the request that each 

Commissioner carefully review it in preparation for the hearing.  The brief covers information about the 

case available prior to the investigation by the Commission staff.  The hearing will focus on evidence 

ǳƴŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ǎǳōǇƻŜƴŀŜŘ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ 

hearing.   

Due to the large volume of attachments, this brief is formatted to be read from start to finish 

with the attachments inserted directly into the body of the brief.   

As always, the Commission will be asked to consider the following options:  

1. Conclude that there is sufficient evidence of factual innocence to merit judicial review 

and refer the case to a three-judge panel pursuant to N.C.G.S. § 15A-1468(c). 

2. Conclude that there is not sufficient evidence of factual innocence to merit judicial 

review and close the investigation pursuant to N.C.G.S. § 15A-1468(c).  Evidence 

favorable to the convicted person would be disclosed to him and his attorney 

pursuant to N.C.G.S. § 15A-1468(d).  

3. Direct the staff to conduct further investigation into this case and continue the 

hearing to a later date.     

 

                                                           
1 N.C.G.S. § 15A-1468(a) and NCIIC Rules and Procedures Article 6(D).   
2 N.C.G.S. § 15A-1468(e). 
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II. Hearing Witnesses 

The following people are expected to be called to testify for the June 2 and 3, 2014 hearing:  

- Willie Womble, Claimant  

- Joseph Perry, Co-defendant  

- Shirlyn Walters, Alibi Witness  

- James Frazier, Co-defendant  

- Sharon Stellato, Commission Associate Director  
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III. Introduction to the Case 

On November 18, 1975, Roy Brent Bullock and his 13 year-old ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΣ [ƻƛǎ ά5ƻƻŘƭŜǎέ .ǳƭƭƻŎƪ 

were working at the Food Mart in Butner, NC.  At approximately 9:30 p.m., Mr. Bullock was at the cash 

register and his daughter was in the walk-in cooler.  Miss. Bullock heard a shot and saw two black men 

at the front of the store.  One had a gun pointed at her father.  She saw fire from the gun and heard two 

shots.  Both men fled the store and Miss. Bullock did not look outside.  

Mr. Bullock was shot three times and died at the hospital.  When the first officer arrived at the 

store, Mr. Bullock indicated that two black men had shot him, but he did not know who they were.  

Miss. Bullock gave descriptions of both men, but was unable to identify either man.     

On December 7, 1975, Willie Henderson Womble (Womble) was questioned at the Durham 

County Jail about an unrelated case.  During this questioning, Womble signed a confession stating he 

was involved in the Butner homicide with Joseph Perry (Perry), Albert Willis (Willis), and WŀƳŜǎ ά.ƻƻ 

.ƻƻέ CǊŀȊƛŜǊ (Frazier).  The confession stated that Womble was given $20 to act as the look-out.  Five 

days later, Womble later recanted the confession. 

Two weeks prior to the homicide, a man shot a clerk at a convenience store in Durham.  The 

clerk survived and identified Perry as the shooter.  A spent shell casing located at the Durham crime 

scene and a spent shell casing located at the Butner homicide were compared by the SBI.  The SBI 

Firearms Examiner formed the opinion that the shell casings were fired from the same gun.   

Womble, Perry, Willis, and Fraizer were all charged with first degree murder and armed robbery.  

Womble was offered immunity to testify against his co-defendants.  At the Probable Cause Hearing, 

Womble testified that his confession had been coerced and he was not involved in the Butner homicide.  

The charges against Willis and Frazier were dismissed.  Probable cause was found for Womble and Perry 

and they were later tried separately.   

!ǘ ²ƻƳōƭŜΩǎ ǘǊƛŀƭΣ Ƙƛǎ confession was presented.  Womble presented two alibi witnesses and he 

also testified, denying involvement in the homicide.  Womble was convicted of first degree murder.  

!ǘ tŜǊǊȅΩǎ ǘǊƛŀƭΣ ǘhe identification by the Durham store clerk and the shell casing comparisons 

were presented.  Perry was convicted of first degree murder.  
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On April 4, 2013, Perry wrote to the Commission.  PerryΩǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ 

the Butner homicide with Willis and Willis had now passed away.  Perry stated that Womble was 

άŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ƛƴƴƻŎŜƴǘέ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ²ƻƳōƭŜΦ  

The Commission staff interviewed Womble who claimed to be innocent and applied to the 

Commission for review of his case.  The Commission staff also interviewed Perry and he admitted to 

being the shooter in both the Durham shooting and the Butner homicide.  Perry stated that he was only 

with Willis during the Butner homicide and Womble was not involved in any way.  Perry said he and 

Willis were driving a black Cadillac Coupe DeVille and Perry may have worn a bandanna or a rag over his 

face.   

The Commission staff has conducted additional investigation and it will be presented at the 

Commission hearing on June 2 and 3, 2014.   
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CoςDefendants 

Willie Henderson Womble (Womble)  
 

- Commission claimant  
- IŜƛƎƘǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ŀǊǊŜǎǘΥ рΩмлέ3 
- Age at time of crime: 21 

Joseph Lee Perry (Perry)  
 

- Now admits to being the shooter and says Womble 
was not involved  

- IŜƛƎƘǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ŀǊǊŜǎǘΥ сΩмέ4 
- Age at time of crime: 21 

Albert Willis (Willis) 
 

- Charges dismissed  
- Now deceased  
- IŜƛƎƘǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ŀǊǊŜǎǘΥ рΩсέ5 
- Age at time of crime: 21  

WŀƳŜǎ ά.ƻƻ .ƻƻέ CǊŀȊƛŜǊ (Frazier) 
 

- Charges dismissed  
- Denies being involved in the homicide  
- IŜƛƎƘǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ŀǊǊŜǎǘΥ сΩмέ6  
- Age at time of crime: 21 

 

Officers  

Officer Nelson T. Williams - Butner Public Safety Department  
- First responder to the scene  
- Spoke to Roy Brent Bullock and Lois Bullock the 

night of the homicide 

Detective Lorenzo Leathers  - Durham Police Department  
- Obtained confession from Womble 

Detective Tony Roop - Durham Police Department  
- Involved in the investigation  

Agent Joseph Momier - State Bureau of Investigation  
- Led the SBI investigation  

  

                                                           
3 State Bureau of Investigation File 150-H-13, Physical Description and Pertinent Data, Bates stamped pages 77-82. 
4 Id. 
5 Id. 
6 Id. 
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IV. Timeline  

Date and Time 
(if known) 

Event / Description 

November 5, 1975 
11:35 p.m. 
 

Robbery of a Durham convenience store.  A female store manager was shot 
and survived.  A shell casing was collected and later matched to the one 
from the Butner homicide.  The Victim identified Perry as the assailant.   

November 18, 1975 
Around 9:00-9:30 p.m.  

Roy Brent Bullock was shot and killed during a robbery of the Food Mart 
convenience store in Butner.  His 13 year-old daughter witnessed the crime 
and described seeing two black men, one tall and one shorter.   

November 18, 1975 
9:30 p.m.  

Butner Public Safety Officer Williams responded to scene.  Roy Brent Bullock 
said he was shot by two black men, but indicated he did not recognize them.   

November 18, 1975 
10:30 p.m.  

The Butner Food Mart owner used receipts to tally money that was missing 
from the open cash register.  

November 19, 1975 
Around midnight 

Officer Williams interviewed Lois Bullock at the hospital.   

November 19, 1975  
12:20 a.m.  

Roy Brent Bullock died at hospital. 

November 19, 1975 SBI Agent Momier and Officer Williams met with Durham Police Detectives, 
including Det. Lorenzo Leathers, at the Durham Police Department.  They 
developed five suspects, including Perry, Willis, and Womble.  Det. Leathers 
and Det. Morris stated that Perry and Willis had been pulling armed 
robberies in Durham and drove a black 1966 ς 1968 Cadillac.  Womble was 
reported to be traveling around with Perry and Willis. 

November 21, 1975 Agent Momier requested identifying information for Perry and Willis.   

November 24, 1975 Perry was arrested on an unrelated armed robbery of a Hardees in Durham 
and was driving a black Cadillac registered to himself and Albert Willis.  Blue 
bandannas, a stocking mask, and a .22 caliber gun were retrieved from the 
vehicle.   

November 24, 1975  Loƛǎ .ǳƭƭƻŎƪ άǾƛŜǿŜŘέ tŜǊǊȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǘǊƻƻƳ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ 
whether Perry was the man who sƘƻǘ ƘŜǊ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΦ   aǊΦ .ǳƭƭƻŎƪΩǎ wife and son 
told police that they knew Perry and he had been in the Butner Food Mart 
before.   

November 29, 1975 A shell casing was located at the Butner Food Mart by an employee and 
turned over to police.  

December 7, 1975 
10:45 a.m. 

Det. Leathers spoke to Womble.  Womble implicated himself, Perry, Willis, 
and άBoo Booέ in the Butner murder.  The statement was handwritten by 
Det. Leathers and Womble signed it.   

December 7, 1975 
10:00 p.m. 

Det. Leathers informed SBI agents that he had άclearedέ the murder.  
Durham detectives met with SBI agents and relayed ǘƘŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻŦ ²ƻƳōƭŜΩǎ 
confession.   

December 8, 1975 
10:30 a.m. 

An Order for Arrest was issued for Perry and Willis.  Perry was already in jail 
and was served with the Order for Arrest the same day.  Willis was arrested 
while in court for another charge.  Willis was transported to the Butner jail 
and declined to make any statements.   
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December 8, 1975 Agent Momier and Officer Williams met with Womble.  It is unclear whether 
²ƻƳōƭŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŀƴȅ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜΦ  ²ƻƳōƭŜΩǎ ǇǊƛƻǊ ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ 
the day before was typed and he signed it.  A warrant was issued and served 
on Womble.   

December 8, 1975 An SBI Agent collected the shell casing found at the Butner Food Mart.   

December 9, 1975 Willis was inǘŜǊǾƛŜǿŜŘ άǳƴƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭƭȅΦέ  IŜ ǘƻƭŘ agents that άBoo Booέ was 
James Frazier.  

December 9, 1975 A black Cadillac Coupe DeVille registered to Albert Willis and Joseph Perry 
was seized and processed by the SBI.  

December 10, 1975 Womble was interviewed by Agent Momier and Officer Williams with his 
lawyer present.  Womble continued to state there was only one shot, they 
were in a white vehicle, and Perry had on a blue jacket.   

December 10, 1975 Frazier was located and arrested.  He was interviewed and said he did not 
know what he was doing on November 18th.  Frazier said his white Ford was 
not running, he had never been to Butner and did not go with Womble, 
Perry, or Willis.  Frazier said he was watching television on the 18th and 
requested a polygraph.   

December 11, 1975 Willis was ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴŜŘ άǳƴƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭƭȅέ ōȅ !ƎŜƴǘ Momier and indicated that 
Frazier may have been the shooter.  Willis said he would consider talking if 
he was given absolute immunity.  

December 11, 1975 A lineup with Womble, Willis, and Frazier was conducted.  Lois Bullock stated 
that Frazier, Willis, and one other person in the lineup looked familiar, but 
could not positively identify anyone.   

December 12, 1975  Womble was interviewed by Agent Momier and SBI Polygraph Examiner 
Davenport.  Womble recanted his earlier statement and said he had not 
been involved.  Womble said he lied because Det. Leathers had promised to 
help him in his Durham case and another person had told him the details of 
what happened.   

December 12, 1975 Womble was given a polygraph test by the SBI.  The report indicated the 
results were deceptive to four questions, but the questions are unknown.   

Exact date unknown, 
around December 13, 
1975 

Officer Williams drove Womble by the Food Mart and Womble pointed it out 
and said he had served as a lookout.  

December 13, 1975 Womble was questioned by Agent Momier and Officer Williams without his 
lawyer present. Womble continued to recant his involvement in the Butner 
homicide.   

December 14, 1975 Assistant District Attorney Waters interviewed Womble.  Agent Momier, 
Det.  Leathers, Det. Roop, and Officer Williams ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΦ  ²ƻƳōƭŜΩǎ 
attorney was not present.  ADA Waters offered Womble absolute immunity 
from prosecution for truthful testimony regarding the Butner murder.  
Womble told ADA Waters that he was playing pool in Butner and saw Perry 
shoot the store manager.  Womble said he rode back back to Durham with 
Perry, Willis, and Frazier in a black Cadillac.   

December 15, 1975 Shell casings from the Butner homicide and Durham shooting were brought 
to the SBI Lab.   
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December 16, 1975 A SBI Report was issued on comparison of the shell casings.  The report 
states the SBI Firearms Examiner is of the opinion that the casings were fired 
from the same weapon.   

December 17, 1975 A Probable Cause Hearing was held for all four cases.  Womble testified that 
he did not go to Butner on November 18, 1975.  The hearing was continued.  

December 20, 1975 Det. Roop searched PerryΩǎ and WillisΩ apartment and was unable to locate 
the murder weapon.   

December 31, 1975 The Probable Cause Hearing was continued.  WillisΩ ŀƴŘ CǊŀȊƛŜǊΩǎ ŎŀǎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ 
dismissed by the prosecutor. 

January 7, 1976 WombleΩǎ and PerryΩǎ Probable Cause Hearing was concluded.  Probable 
cause was found and the cases were bound over to Superior Court.  

February 9, 1976 Womble and Perry were indicted by the Grand Jury. 

July 6-7, 1976  WombleΩǎ Trial. He was convicted of first degree murder and sentenced to 
life. 

November 3-4, 1976  PerryΩǎ Trial.  He was convicted of first degree murder and sentenced to life.  

April 14, 1977 ²ƻƳōƭŜΩǎ ŀǇǇŜŀƭ was denied.  

July 5, 1977 tŜǊǊȅΩǎ ŀǇǇŜŀƭ was denied.  

December 1, 2011 Willis passed away. 

April 4, 2013 Perry wrote to the Commission stating that Womble is innocent.   

April 17, 2013 Commission staff interviewed Womble and he applied to the Commission for 
review of his claim.   
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V. Agency Files 

At the request of the Commission, Granville County District Attorney Sam Currin conducted a 

search for the files in his office and was unable to locate a file for Womble or for Perry.   

Police Chief Danny Roberts of Butner Public Safety Division also searched for a law enforcement 

file and was unable to locate one.  The Durham Police Department was unable to locate any files related 

to this case.  The Commission staff was able to locate the North Carolina State Bureau of Investigation 

(SBI) file.  The SBI file contains an investigation summary, laboratory reports, crime scene photographs, 

and other case documents.   

All defense attorneys for Womble and Perry were contacted by the Commission.  The defense 

attorneys for Womble, William Land Parks, and his co-counsel on appeal, Felix B. Clayton, have both 

searched and did not locate any files.  The defense attorney for Perry, James E. Cross, Jr., has also 

searched and was unable to locate a file.  Attorneys Parks and Cross have provided affidavits to the 

Commission.   

¢ƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƭƻŎŀǘŜ ŦƛƭŜǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ DǊŀƴǾƛƭƭŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƭŜǊƪ ƻŦ /ƻǳǊǘΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ for both 

Perry and Womble.  ¢ƘŜ /ƭŜǊƪΩǎ ŦƛƭŜǎ contained the trial transcript for both WombleΩǎ and PerryΩǎ cases.  

The files for Frazier and for Willis had been destroyed with a notation in the DǊŀƴǾƛƭƭŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƭŜǊƪΩǎ 

Criminal Docket Books that the charges had been dismissed by the prosecutor.   

The Commission was able to locate appellate files for Womble and for Perry at the North 

Carolina Supreme Court.  The files contained the Appellate Briefs and Records on Appeal.   
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VI. Law Enforcement Investigation 

The case was investigated by the Butner Public Safety Department and the State Bureau of 

Investigation (SBI).  The Durham Police Department also conducted interviews in the case.  Law 

Enforcement from all three agencies testified in the Womble and Perry trials and their testimony is 

summarized in the descriptions of each trial later in this brief.   

Investigation  

Butner Public Safety Officer Williams was the first officer to arrive at the scene.  He arrived 

around 9:30 p.m., and at that time Roy Brent Bullock told Officer Williams that he had been shot by two 

black males.  Mr. Bullock shook his head άnoέ in response to whether he knew the suspects and was not 

able to speak further.   Officer Williams noted that the cash register was open and only coins and dollar 

bills were inside. 

Officer Williams spoke with Lois Bullock at the hospital.  She described seeing two black men, 

one taller and the other shorter, shoot her father.  The tall man had a bandanna covering his face and 

was holding a gun.  She said she saw fire come from the gun and heard two shots.   

Law Enforcement spoke to several witnesses near the store on the night of the homicide.  The 

witnesses gave various descriptions of people and vehicles they saw around the store that night.  The 

entire SBI Summary Report of these witness interviews is included on the following pages.  

On November 19, 1975, Officer Williams and SBI Agent Momier met with Durham police 

detectives to develop suspects.  At this time, Willis, Womble, and Perry, along with two others, were 

listed as possible suspects.7   On November 19 and 20, law enforcement continued their investigation 

and conducted interviews that are described in the SBI summary report.  A November 21, 1975 report 

indicates that SBI Agent Momier requested identifying information about Perry and Willis.8  

On December 7, 1975, Durham Det. Lorenzo Leathers was questioning Womble about an 

unrelated Durham case when Womble confessed to his involvement in the Butner homicide and named 

WƻǎŜǇƘ tŜǊǊȅΣ !ƭōŜǊǘ ²ƛƭƭƛǎΣ ŀƴŘ WŀƳŜǎ ά.ƻƻ .ƻƻέ CǊŀȊƛŜǊ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜǊǇŜǘǊŀǘƻǊǎΦ  Det. Leathers wrote 

                                                           
7 State Bureau of Investigation File 150-H-13, Summary Report Pg. 8, Bates stamp Pg. 43.  
8 State Bureau of Investigation File 150-H-13, Intra-Bureau Correspondence, November 21, 1975, Bates Stamp Pg. 
9.   
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up the confession and Womble signed it.  After the confession, the investigation narrowed to focus 

solely on Womble, Perry, Willis, and Frazier.  Five days later, Womble recanted his confession. 

Summary Report, Final Report, and Photographs 

The entire SBI Summary Report, Final Reports, and relevant photographs are included below.  

Duplicate, low resolution photographs, or photographs that were not ultimately relevant to the 

investigation are not included.  Please be aware that some of the pages are difficult to read, however 

these documents were printed from SBI archives and are the only available copies.   
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